
Math Terms to Know 
{for Kindergarten Families} 

 

Below are a group of terms and phrases you’ll hear 
throughout the year. These mathematical concepts are 

integrated throughout each unit we teach and are  
year-long skills we will hone. 

Common Core 
www.corestandards.org  

 
The Common Core State Standards are 

expectations our state has adopted to provide 
a framework for teaching, answering the 

question- what should our students know by 
the end of the year? As a school, we use Go 

Math curriculum to guide the methods we use 
to teach the Common Core Standards. 

Number Sense 
 

An understanding of number relationships that 
allow students to work mathematical problems 

without a traditional algorithm. 
 

A solid understanding of numbers allows 
students to conceptualize numbers—what is one 
more/less? Which number is greater/less than? 

What does a five look like? What does a ten 
look like? 

Composing and Decomposing 
Numbers 

 
Composing is to make or form by combining 
together (part-part-whole). Decomposing is 
breaking down a number (whole-part-part). 
Students should be able to compose and 

decompose numbers within 10. They may be 
asked to do this with drawings, words, 

numbers, or other representations. 

Five and Ten Frames 
Five and Ten Frames are used to teach students to 

visualize numbers. By training the eye to see groupings 
on the frames, children begin to recognize the 

organization of five and ten, which begins to help them 
with counting and number combinations.  

Our goal is to become “Five and Ten Experts” this year! 
 
 

 

Geometry 
 

2D shapes are shapes that are flat. They can 
only be drawn on paper. They can only have 

length and width. 
 

3D shapes can be found in the real world. They 
have three dimensions: length, width, and 

height. 

Subitizing 
 

The ability to quickly identify the number of 
items in a small set without counting. 

Subitizing helps students create a mental 
picture and build number sense. 

 
 
 
 
 


